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Graduation performances

The first cohort of artists in the MA are presenting their graduation pieces in
May. They have created urgent, complex and tender performances that reflect
their experiences, imagination and desires towards the world they live in. Dina
Gordon’s personal, dark and comic Lose Again, Lose Better delves into the
archetype of the grifter, snake oil salesman and charlatan, who dangerously
inspires the will to go out into the world, and lose like a champion every damn
time. Laura Stasane’s In Their Eyes focuses on experiences and encounters
of the human and more than human world in times of ecological crisis. 115 SEK

per hour by Zsofia Kozma investigates labour conditions and unionising, and



experiments with staging data. During his residency at Komuna Warszawa, Filip
Pawlak finishes work on his performance Can you help me? trying to find the
embarrassing and cringy moment of weakness. Monirah Hashemi in her As
the Stars Fall peels back the layers of memory to reveal the darkness of
silence and what it means to liberate one’s narrative from the chains of
patriarchy, social stigma, personal and institutional

control. In WELFARE Jurrien van Rheenen investigates, together with actors
from Malmé City Theatre, homelessness policies in Sweden, guiding the
audience into the experiences of those impacted. Sall Lam Toro’s WATER
STIRS OUR GRIEF: A CHOIR OF TEARS is an eco-erotic sonic meditation on
water as a primordial element of a (meta)physical garden of revolt. Final
Attachment by Maryam Hashempour is an autofictional micro theatre

reflecting on displacement and bureaucratic violence in Sweden.

Read about all the final performances here

Students bios

Meet the emerging artists

The students have two upcoming pitch sessions of their current and future
works.

May 28" 18.00 —19.30 at Husets Teater in Copenhagen as part of the festival

CPH Stages international industry program www.cphstage.dk/shows/meet-the-
new-theatre-artists
May 29t 11.00-12.30 pm at Inkonst in Malmé.
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MA Theses

The thesis is the outcome of two years of the Critical Thinking trajectory under
the guidance of Gigi Argyropoulou alongside the MA students’ individual
research. Their work developed in diverse ways and forms, whilst sharing
fundamental explorations about making, situating and attending performances
today within multiple socio-political, normative and ecological challenges and
contexts. To give you an idea of the range of topics that they are dealing with
here are the titles; Holding a bird, listening to a bear: searching for new modes
of attention, The Blurred Space: Transgressing the borders of acting, Rage
choirs for a numbed Scandiland? Intimate cartographies of hope and solidarity
in speculative performance making, From Numbers to the Stage: Performing
Data, Labor and Systems, Being in Exile: Fugitive Bodies, Autobiography, and
Performance of the Ambivalent, Targeted Audience: artistic research about how
theatre can intervene in politics, Storytelling, Breaking the Silence and the

Power of Visibility and Crip art as a shared space of suspended judgement.

Welcome new cohort

Our MA program received a large number of applications for its new cohort.
Through a process of interviews and a two-day live audition round, 8
international artists have been selected for the group starting in September

2025. More about them in the next newsletter!

Intersectional Pedagogies - international

collaborative research funded by Nordplus



Following the lively workshop week on Intersectional Pedagogies last November
with students and staff of the three participating MA programs, this semester we
are continuing to deepen the collaborative research with our partners in the
frame of two working visits: one in Norway one in Iceland. The collective
research and exchange is aimed at articulating and integrating intersectional
pedagogical practices into MA performance curricula, as well as formulating
policy proposals for the performing art schools for inclusive, anti-racist, class

and gender and sexuality conscious modes of operating.

Critical Now - Symposium on performance as

ways of response

This symposium, curated by Edit Kaldor and Gigi Argyropoulou seeks to explore
the possibilities of critical performance practices in the present moment. How
can performance-making be relevant in the current political, social, ecological
and ethical crises? In a time of fear, violence, and despair what are the stakes
of criticality? What kinds of concrete spaces can performance create as means
of survival, mourning and navigating the afterlife of the current crises? Opening
lecture by Eleonora Fabido. September 25th 2025 at Malmé Theatre Academy

and online

Other activities by students and staff

In March, Filip Pawlak finished shooting his feature-length film debut, the



documentary Freak Show (LINK). He is also preparing to speak at upcoming
events: 15-17 May - IETM Plenary Meeting Berlin (LINK), 19-21 May meetings
with representatives of the European Commission on the position paper
ADICLUS - European Arts and Disability Cluster (LINK) and at the

conference Art in the field of tension between political realities as part of the
European Capital of Culture Chemintz 2025 (LINK).

Monirah Hashemi will be presenting her performance Who Lights the Stars? at
the 20th Anniversary of the South Asian Theatre Festival at NBPAC in New

Brunswick, N.J. Her play Dancing to the Blast from 2018, based on interviews
conducted by Afghan female journalist on the attack at the American University

of Kabul will now be published by Bloomsbury Publishing, as part of Methuen

Drama’s Play Collections series.

Zsofi Kozma with her National Performance Art Theater Collective participated
at Trafd's NextFeszt in March with the work-in-progress sharing of their

project Miss Hungary. Their next residency will be in June in Trencin, Slovakia

with the support of Visegrad Fund.

Laura Stasane will be screening her moving image work Sweet Is The Island

Breeze as part of Y:Slow TV Cinema event at SPRING festival in Utrecht May

17-18 and is co-mentoring at the international platform "Magic Carpets" Lab for

artists working with communities in May and June 2025 in Latvia.

PARKLIFE, a concept developed by staff member Erik Pold for Copenhagen
based Public Performance consists of three original, audience-engaging audio
performances by three performance groups: Gob Squad in Qrstedsparken,

Public Performance in the Kings Garden and Wauhaus at the Assistens
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Cemetery. During CPH STAGE festival 2025 on May 26 — 30, all three editions

can be experienced.

Gigi Argyropoulou is curating the upcoming research seminar at Malmé

Theatre Academy titled Spatial Pedagogies, Concrete Spaces, and the Power of

Performance, scheduled for June 2nd. Additionally, the launch of her recent
edited volume, Instituting: Space-making, Refusal, and Organising in the Arts
and Beyond, will take place at Haus der Kulturen der Welt (HKW) on June 14th.
The double issue of Performance Research Journal 30.4, “On Land/Scapes,”

that Gigi is currently co-editing is expected to be published in late 2025.

Edit Kaldor has been on the PhD committee for Dragana Bulut’'s public defence

of her doctoral project at Oslo National Academy of the Arts. Edit continues her

research into new modes of relating artist-led postgraduate performing arts
curricula to the international field, which is supported by an incentive grant from
the arts faculty at Lund University. The book she co-edited and contributed a
chapter to, A Theatre of Powerlessness — Acts of knowledge and he

Performance of the Many is published at end of May, and is also available as

eBook.

Ditte Bjerg organized Kalaallit Inuit Performance — a re-membering

seminar which
brought together younger and elder Kalaallit and Inuit artists and academics to
remember and present together on their terms: from the existence and
banishment of Indigenous traditions during and after Danish colonial rule, over
the Tuukkaq theatre in Fjaltring and festivals in the Arctic, to contemporary
decolonizing performances. The art faculty has granted an incentive grant for

Ditte’s continued research and artistic activity focusing on the colonial relations
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between Denmark and Kalaalit Nunaat. The project Choir of apologies is
developed in close collaboration with other artists and within the frames of the

theatre Mungo Park.

Tanja Hylling Diers and Sofie Lebech hosted the workshop Nesting as a
Sustainable Method of Listening as part of Sustainability Week 2025 at Lund

University.

Other activities by students and staff

In March, Filip Pawlak finished shooting his feature-length film debut, the
documentary Freak Show (LINK). He is also preparing to speak at upcoming
events: 15-17 May - IETM Plenary Meeting Berlin (LINK), 19-21 May meetings
with representatives of the European Commission on the position paper
ADICLUS - European Arts and Disability Cluster (LINK) and at the

conference Art in the field of tension between political realities as part of the
European Capital of Culture Chemintz 2025 (LINK).

Monirah Hashemi will be presenting her performance Who Lights the Stars? at

the 20th Anniversary of the South Asian Theatre Festival at NBPAC in New
Brunswick, N.J. Her play Dancing to the Blast from 2018, based on interviews
conducted by Afghan female journalist on the attack at the American University

of Kabul will now be published by Bloomsbury Publishing, as part of Methuen

Drama’s Play Collections series.

Zsofi Kozma with her National Performance Art Theater Collective participated
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at Trafé's NextFeszt in March with the work-in-progress sharing of their

project Miss Hungary. Their next residency will be in June in Trencin, Slovakia

with the support of Visegrad Fund.

Laura Stasane will be screening her moving image work Sweet Is The Island

Breeze as part of Y:Slow TV Cinema event at SPRING festival in Utrecht May

17-18 and is co-mentoring at the international platform "Magic Carpets" Lab for

artists working with communities in May and June 2025 in Latvia.

PARKLIFE, a concept developed by staff member Erik Pold for Copenhagen
based Public Performance consists of three original, audience-engaging audio
performances by three performance groups: Gob Squad in Qrstedsparken,
Public Performance in the Kings Garden and Wauhaus at the Assistens
Cemetery. During CPH STAGE festival 2025 on May 26 — 30, all three editions

can be experienced.

Gigi Argyropoulou is curating the upcoming research seminar at Malmé

Theatre Academy titled Spatial Pedagogies, Concrete Spaces, and the Power of

Performance, scheduled for June 2nd. Additionally, the launch of her recent
edited volume, Instituting: Space-making, Refusal, and Organising in the Arts
and Beyond, will take place at Haus der Kulturen der Welt (HKW) on June 14th.
The double issue of Performance Research Journal 30.4, “On Land/Scapes,”

that Gigi is currently co-editing is expected to be published in late 2025.

Edit Kaldor has been on the PhD committee for Dragana Bulut’'s public defence

of her doctoral project at Oslo National Academy of the Arts. Edit continues her

research into new modes of relating artist-led postgraduate performing arts

curricula to the international field, which is supported by an incentive grant from
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the arts faculty at Lund University. The book she co-edited and contributed a
chapter to, A Theatre of Powerlessness — Acts of knowledge and he

Performance of the Many is published at end of May, and is also available as

eBook.

Ditte Bjerg organized Kalaallit Inuit Performance — a re-membering

seminar which
brought together younger and elder Kalaallit and Inuit artists and academics to
remember and present together on their terms: from the existence and
banishment of Indigenous traditions during and after Danish colonial rule, over
the Tuukkaq theatre in Fjaltring and festivals in the Arctic, to contemporary
decolonizing performances. The art faculty has granted an incentive grant for
Ditte’s continued research and artistic activity focusing on the colonial relations
between Denmark and Kalaalit Nunaat. The project Choir of apologies is
developed in close collaboration with other artists and within the frames of the

theatre Mungo Park.

Tanja Hylling Diers and Sofie Lebech hosted the workshop Nesting as a
Sustainable Method of Listening as part of Sustainability Week 2025 at Lund

University.
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